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of normal Individuals, even as the little-gifted group of
normal persons merges into the larger group of average
intelligence and this in turn into the smaller group of
superior gifts. The whole grouping is, indeed, artifi-
cial, with no sharp line anywhere. The mentally de-
ficient individual differs only in a quantitative way from
the normal. But a line lias to be drawn for practical
purposes, and the attempt is to draw it at such a point
as to divide those who can make their own way in life
from those who, left to themselves, cannot get .along in
the social environment, and accordingly need supervi-
sion in their own interest as well as in the interests of
society as a whole. Society is concerned because mental
deficiency is a strong factor in producing pauperism,
crime and prostitution, industrial accidents, the spread
of disease, and other forms of human misery, because
mental deficiency is largely the result of heredity, and
because the mentally deficient are prone to breed abun-
dantly, and thus, at a time when the general birth rate
tends to fall, to increase, generation after generation,
the proportion of feeble-minded in the population and
thus the amount of crime and misery. For these rea-
sons, it is obviously incumbent upon society to provide
public institutions or supervision for all the mentally
deficient, with the object both of making their lives as
happy as possible and of preventing them from damag-
ing society by their own incompetency and by breeding
and multiplying.

The psychology of mental defect seems to be fairly
simple, though undoubtedly much remains to be dis-
covered regarding it. As regards drives and mech-
anisms, the feeble-minded person is deficient in both.